
 

On 4 July 2015, the Climats du Vignoble de Bourgogne were added to UNESCO’s prestigious World Heritage List as 

cultural landscapes, or “combined works of nature and of man”. The listing reflects the Climats du Vignoble des 

Côtes de Nuits et de Beaune’s status as a model for terroir winegrowing. It also takes into account the cultural and 

heritage elements embodying this 1,000-year-old history of wine production. As such, it is culture, savoir-faire, and 

heritage of the winegrowing villages and historical centers of Beaune and Dijon that have been recognized by 

UNESCO. 

 

Since the listing, our association has had a mission to protect, promote, and raise awareness of this exceptional 

region through a range of efforts and a management plan for the territory drawn up in partnership with the state, 

local authorities, and professionals from the world of wine.  

 
 

 

Every year, the Mois des Climats Festival offers the public more than 60 original events 
to celebrate the diversity of the Climats du vignoble de Bourgogne – World Heritage 
Site. The programme covers not only vineyards and wine, but also history and heritage, 
art and entertainment, and family and sports activities. Themed tasting sessions and 
vineyard walks sit happily alongside guided and dramatised tours, landscape readings, 
exhibitions, shows and children’s workshops. Small groups and ticket prices under €25 
will ensure authentic encounters with winemakers and speakers for a wide audience of 
connoisseurs and the simply curious. Over 6,000 visitors took part in 2023! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The low walls, cabottes or vine workers’ huts, clos gates, stone steps, and calvaries 
mark the identity of the landscape of the Climats du Vignoble de Bourgogne. They 
also serve a very useful purpose for winegrowing and preserving diversity. These 220 
km of low walls mark out the Climats and play an essential role in the fight against 
soil erosion. When they are made of dry stone, they also provide valuable shelter for 
fauna and flora.   
The Heritage Fund, created in 2017, has already supported around 187 restoration 
projects and trained more than 150 students and interns in dry stone walling. This 
fund is financed by foreign patrons and provides financing of up to 50% of the cost 
of the work with a maximum budget of €25,000 per site. This is an exceptional 
mechanism because no other state or local subsidy supports heritage restoration by 
winegrowers.  
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Preserving the Climats winegrowing model and its terroirs means 
maintaining local biodiversity. The latter may also prove to be an 
effective aid for vine cultivation and adaptation to climate change. 
A year ago, to help maintain and develop this biodiversity in the 
listed site's vineyards and villages, our association launched the 
"Biodiversity Fund". Its purpose is: to finance and support group 
projects, so as to ensure consistency, efficiency and experience 
sharing across the appellations. The fund finances a diagnostic 
phase followed by an action and training phase. The Côte-d'Or 
Chamber of Agriculture and the LPO (Ligue pour la Protection des 
Oiseaux - League for the Protection of Birds) are providing their 
expertise. 
Two projects are already receiving support under the scheme: the 
Chassagne-Montrachet ODG (18 winegrowers involved) and the 

Paysage de Corton association (around forty winegrowers involved). Analyses were carried out, identifying areas 
suitable for the targeted species by zone (grassy, scrubby, wooded or stony). This "mapping of living things" 
reveals the areas where biodiversity is strong or more fragile... so that we can then target appropriate actions to 
support the desired species. Coming up in the next few months: a broader on-site feedback process, involving 
local residents in particular, and workshops to implement an initial series of actions. 

The inclusion of the Climats du Vignoble de Bourgogne on the UNESCO World Heritage List was one of the triggers 
for the creation of the Cité des Climats et Vins de Bourgogne. The listed area is naturally at the heart of the 
content of the Cité in Beaune. Our association is a member of the steering committee, and as such, has offering 
its expertise and actively participating in the development of the museography and scenography of the visitor 
experience, in particular with regard to the space set aside for the World Heritage site.  
 
The actual Cité Internationale de la Gastronomie et des Vins in Dijon dedicate also a special place to the Climats, 
which is now fee for visitors.   
 

The Maison des Climats, in Beaune, is the must-see exhibition to help visitors get to 
grips with the Climats de Bourgogne and their inscription on the UNESCO World 
Heritage List. With interactive displays for young and old alike, a giant reproduction 
of the Côte, panoramic video, and multimedia content to immerse visitors in the 
vines. It’s a reference et it’s free. The place to be before any tasting! 

The Route des Grands Crus de Bourgogne is undergoing a transformation! A major 
gateway to the Climats de Bourgogne region, this legendary route is being 
reinvented as it celebrates its 90th anniversary! The Côte-d'Or department, his 
partners and our Association, have embarked on a major project to upgrade the 
landscapes, the route and the cultural and tourist attractions of the forty or so 
picturesque villages that criss-cross it. 
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